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Council  Offices, 
Docking, 

Norfolk. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1938, 
which  is  detailed  in  form  and  sequence  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  under  review,  certain  aspects  of  Public  Health 
preventive  medicine  have  received  special  attention.  A scheme 
whereby  the  main  water  supply  at  Fring  is  sampled  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  regular  weekly  intervals  is  now  being 
applied  and  will  prove  a great  help  in  determining  at  the  earliest 
practical  moment  any  evidence  of  pollution. 

The  immunisation  of  the  public  against  Diphtheria  has  been 
considered  and  approved  by  your  Council,  and  will  be  put  into 
immediate  operation  so  soon  as  the  scheme  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

As  regards  Housing  matters,  building  for  slum  clearance  and 
overcrowding  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  but  there  is  yet  much  to 
be  done  in  this  respect. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  pro- 
gressive and  encouraging  support  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  the  loyal  co- 
operation of  every  member  of  the  staff,  for  upon  these  factors 
depends  the  continued  march  of  progress  towards  the  betterment 
of  the  Public  Health  conditions  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  Anderson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . 87,380 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid- 1938  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16,350 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  the  rate  books  . . . . . . . . 5,800 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1938)  . . . . . . £49,826 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . £212 

Physical  Features  and  Climate. 

The  Rural  District  of  Docking  is  situated  in  the  north-west  of 
Norfolk,  and  has  approximately  twenty  miles  of  coastline. 

The  geological  features  of  the  district  are  as  follows.  Near 
and  along  the  coastline  the  glacial  drift  is  in  evidence  consisting 
of  gravels  and  sand  lying  under  the  boulder  clay  and  overlying 
chalk.  In  the  uplands,  chalk  is  near  the  surface  but  in  some 
parishes,  namely  Docking  and  Stanhoe  and  part  of  Burnham 
Market  the  boulder  clay  overlies  the  chalk.  The  green  sand 
outcrops  in  the  parishes  of  Snettisham  and  Dersingham. 

The  parish  of  Heacham  is  practically  covered  with  boulder 
clay  and  its  surface  is  very  little  above  sea-level  and  drainage  here 
thereby  rendered  very  difficult. 

Along  the  coastline  the  water  table  is  within  two  to  three  feet  of 
the  surface.  This  renders  soak- away  drainage  almost  impossible 
in  these  parts. 

The  meteorological  conditions  are  such  that  the  population 
enjoys  a bracing,  though  rather  extreme  type  of  climate,  the  ex- 
tremes are  however  tempered  to  a great  extent  along  the  coast- 
line by  the  sea.  There  are  very  few  factories  in  the  area  which 
through  the  emitting  of  smoke  or  dust,  might  cause  atmospheric 
pollution,  hence  the  maximum  amount  of  ultra-violet  light  is  able 
to  reach  the  ground.  This  in  itself  is  probably  responsible  to  a 
great  extent  for  the  longevity  found  in  these  parts. 

Fogs  are  extremely  rare  and  sea  fogs  seen  on  very  infrequent 
occasions.  The  outstanding  features  of  the  climatic  conditions  as 
recorded  by  H.  Norman  Edge,  F.R.M.S.,  at  his  observatory  at 
Kettlestone,  were  the  abnormally  low  rainfall  of  the  spring,  the 
phenominally  high  temperatures  of  March  and  November,  the 
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thunderstorms  of  August  and  September,  and  last  but  not  least 
the  cold  December  with  snow. 

The  low  annual  rainfall  of  22.58  inches  compares  very  favour- 
ably with  that  of  other  coastal  areas  in  which  35  inches  or  more  is 
frequently  recorded.  The  large  amount  of  sunshine,  the  low 
humidity  of  the  air  and  the  bracing  climate,  is  admirably  suited  to 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  rheumatic  and  pulmonary  ailments. 

Social  Conditions. 

including  the  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  area. 

Of  the  population,  the  agricultural  labouring  classes  are  in  the 
majority.  A number  of  building  operatives  reside  in  the  district, 
but  the  population  as  a whole  is  rural. 

A very  limited  number  of  people  are  employed  at  the  Bran- 
caster  and  Burnham  Market  Foundries,  the  Razor  Blade  and 
Cooked  Cereals  factory  at  South  Creake  and  the  shingle  raising 
industries  at  Snettisham  and  East  Rudham. 

Quite  a number  of  local  men  are  employed  at  the  Bircham 
Newton  and  Raynham  Aerodromes. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  picturesque  waterways  along 
the  coastline  and  this,  combined  with  the  stimulating  climatic 
conditions,  attracts  numerous  summer  visitors.  Full  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  Town  Planning  Act  in  preserving  the  amen- 
ities of  the  coastal  district,  whilst  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
preserve  all  houses  of  architectural  beauty  or  historical  interest. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year: 


which  relate  to  the  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar -General. 


Total 

Males. 

Females 

f Legitimate 

231 

130 

ml 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births  < Illegitimate 

14 

6 

8 

^ of  estimated  resident 

255  [Total 

255 

136 

119  J 

population 

15.5 

f Legitimate 

12 

7 

5] 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Stillbirths  -<  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

j*  births 

48.9 

12  [Total 

12 

7 

5 J 

Deaths  . . Total 

196 

98 

93 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  resident 

population 

11.9 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis 

. . 

0 0.00 

( b ) Other  puerperal 

causes 

0 0.00 

Total 

. r 

0 0.00 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  . . 7 4 3 

Illegitimate  . . 2 1 1 

Total  . . . . 9 5 4 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . . . 39.02 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 30.30 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . 142.8 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

„ Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  . . . . . . 0 


During  the  year  there  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive 
mortality. 

The  rural  housing  conditions  under  which  a large  percentage 
of  the  population  live,  appear  to  have  a definitely  marked  effect 
upon  the  health  of  the  children.  A great  number  of  their  houses 
are  of  considerable  age,  built  of  chalk  and  flint  and  with  no  damp- 
proof  courses.  They  are  therefore,  in  many  cases,  damp  and  worn 
out,  and  in  some  degree  may  be  responsible  for  the  presence  of  large 
numbers  of  cases  of  chronic  pulmonary  catarrh  and  chronic  tonsilitis 
found  in  these  parts. 

It  might  be  expected  that  the  rural  conditions  would  be  an 
ideal  environment  for  the  prevention  of  these  complaints,  but  this 
does  not  compensate  for  the  small,  stuffy  and  crowded  homes  with 
their  large  families  and  relatively  small  incomes. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was  255, 
of  which  136  were  male  and  119  female.  There  were  231  legitimate 
births  and  14  (5.7  %)  illegitimate  births.  The  live  birth-rate  was  15.5 
per  thousand  as  compared  with  14.4  in  1937,  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  this  year  being  15.1.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  0.63, 
compared  with  a rate  of  0.60  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Docking  Rural 
District  during  1938  was  196  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers. 

The  crude  death-rate  is  11.9  per  thousand  as  compared  with  15.4 
in  1937.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1938  was  11.6. 
In  order  to  make  adjustments  for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
district,  the  Registrar -General  supplies  an  “area  comparability 
figure”  with  which  to  multiply  the  crude  death-rate.  The  A.C.F. 
for  Docking  Rural  District  for  1938  was  0.74  and  this  gives  an 
adjusted  local  death-rate  of  8.8. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  is  shown  in  the  adjoining 
table. 
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Age  Group  1938. 

Under  1 year  . . . . . . . . 9 

1 and  under  2 . . . . . . . . 0 

2 and  under  5 . . . . . . . . 1 

5 and  under  15  . . . . . . 1 

15  and  under  25  . . . . . . . . 5 

25  and  under  45  . . . . . . . . 18 

45  and  under  65  . . . . . . . . 32 

65  and  upwards  . . . . . . . . 130 


Total  Deaths  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 196 

Death-rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11.9 


The  Parish  distribution  of  deaths  was : — 


Parish 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Anmer 

1 

1 

2 

Bircham,  Great 

3 

4 

7 

Bircham  Newton 

2 

0 

2 

Bircham  Tofts 

0 

1 

1 

Brancaster  . . 

5 

6 

11 

Burnham  Market  . . 

7 

10 

17 

Burnham  Norton  . . 

1 

0 

1 

Burnham  Overy 

3 

3 

6 

Burnham  Thorpe  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Creake,  North 

4 

0 

4 

Creake,  South 

6 

2 

8 

Dersingham  . . 

12 

16 

28 

Docking 

5 

4 

9 

Heacham 

15 

14 

29 

Holme 

4 

2 

6 

Houghton 

1 

1 

2 

Ingoldisthorpe 

1 

2 

3 

Bingstead 

1 

3 

4 

Rudham,  East 

5 

6 

11 

Rudham,  West 

2 

4 

6 

Sedgeford 

6 

4 

10 

Shernbourne . . 

0 

2 

2 

Snettisham  . . 

6 

5 

11 

Stanhoe 

0 

1 

1 

Syderstone  . . 

6 

0 

6 

Thornham  . . 

0 

7 

7 

97 

99 

196 
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The  causes  of  death  given  in  this  table  are  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  . . 

98 

98 

1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

2 Measles 

— 

— 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

4 Whooping  Cough  . . 

1 

— 

5 Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

6 Influenza 

2 

1 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

— 

1 

8 Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

1 1 Syphilis 

— 

— 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  . . 

— 

— 

13  Cancer 

18 

18 

14  Diabetes 

3 

5 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

3 

5 

16  Heart  Disease 

25 

28 

17  Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

8 

19  Bronchitis 

2 

4 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

6 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

— 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

— 

— 

24  Appendicitis 

2 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver 

— 

— 

26  Other  Liver  Diseases 

— 

3 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

— 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

2 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Prematurity,  etc.  . . 

5 

3 

32  Senility 

4 

2 

33  Suicide 

1 

2 

34  Other  Violence 

6 

1 

35  Other  Defined  Diseases 

8 

6 

36  Causes  Ill-defined  or  not  known  . . 

1 

1 ! 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polio -encephalitis 

— 

— 

12 


The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  was  0.06.  This  is  the  rate 
due  to  smallpox,  measles,  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
enteric  fever  and  diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age : — 

Death  from : 

Smallpox 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . . . 0.06 

The  following  table  gives  the  birth-rates,  death-rates,  an 
analysis  of  mortality,  maternal  death-rates  and  case-rates  for  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  1938.  The  rates  are  for  England  and  Wales, 
for  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  for  148  Smaller  Towns, 
for  London  and  for  the  Docking  Rural  District,  to  show  the 
comparison. 


1938 

1 
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(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns.) 


126 

148 

County 

Smaller 

London 

England 

and 

Wales 

Boro’ s 

Towns 

Docking 

and 

(Resident 

Adminis- 

R.D. 

Great 

Towns 

Populations 
25,000  to 

trative 

County 

including 

50,000  at 

London 

1931  Census) 

Bates  per  1,000  Population 

• 

Births  : 

Live 

15.  5 

15.  1 

15.  0 

15.  4 

13.  4 

Still 

0.70 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and 

11.  9 

11.  6 

11.  7 

11.  0 

11.  4 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.00 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.06 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.06 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.18 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.14 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2.05 

Diphtheria 

0.30 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

Enteric  Fever 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.00 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

Pneumonia 

0.06 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

Bates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  I year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

39.02 

53 

57 

51 

57 

Enteritis  under  2 years 
of  age 

0.00 

5.  5 

OO 

3.  6 

13.  1 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.00 

0.89  T 

Others 

0.00 

2.i9  y 

Not 

available 

Total 

0.00 

3.08  J 

Bates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.00 

0.86"') 

available 

Others 

0.00 

2.ii  y 

Not 

Total 

0.00 

2.97  J 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 0.00 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

f 3.53 
( 15.46 

The  chief  causes  of  death  in  the  Docking  Rural  District  will 
be  seen  to  be  heart  and  other  circulatory  diseases,  and  cancer. 
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Cancer. 


There  were  thirty-eight  deaths  from  cancer  registered  and  the 
age  and  sex  distribution  was  as  tabulated  below : — 


Age  Group 

Under  30  30-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

75 

Total 

Males 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 

12 

2 

18 

Females  . . 

— — 

— 

3 

6 

7 

4 

20 

Totals 

1 — 

1 

4 

7 

19 

6 

38 

15 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  In  April,  1938,  Dr.  W.  B.  G.  Sumpter,  who  had  held 

the  position  of  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Docking 
R.D.C.,  relinquished  his  duties.  A combined  district  consisting  of 
Docking  R.D.,  Walsingham  R.D.  and  Wells-next-the-Sea  U.D. 

Mr.  J.  Webb,  assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned  his  appoint- 
ment at  the  end  of  March  on  being  appointed  Assistant  County 
Sanitary  Inspector.  In  September  Mr.  W.  B.  Jenkins  was  appointed 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  created. 


(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  serological  examinations  are  carried  out 
by  the  County  Council  Bacteriologist  at  Norwich.  Below  is  a 
tabulated  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  for  the  Docking  Rural 
District  Council. 


Specimen 

Positive 

results 

Negative 

results 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

7 

58 

Sputa  for  T.B. 

7 

23 

Pus  for  T.B 

— 

1 

Urine  for  T.B. 

— 

— 

Urine  for  Widal  . . 

— 

4 

Faeces  for  Typhoid,  etc.  . . 

— 

4 

Bloods  for  Widal 

— 

5 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

— 

1 

Specimens  of  Mussels 

6 

(6)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Two  ambulances  are  now  provided  by  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  and  are  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  East  Dereham 
for  the  use  of  infectious  cases.  Non-inf ectious  cases  are  transported 
by  the  Red  Cross  Society’s  and  St.  John’s  at  Hunstanton  and 
Fakenham.  The  service  is  adequate. 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Below  are  given  the  various  local  Nursing  Associations,  the 
parishes  which  they  serve  and  the  nurse  in  attendance. 

Nursing  Assn.  Parishes. 

Brancaster  Brancaster,  Chosely,  Deepdale, 

Thornham,  Titchwell. 


Burnham  Market  Burnham  Market,  Burnham  Nor- 
ton, Burnham  Overy  Town, 
Burnham  Thorpe. 

Dersingham  Dersingham. 


Docking  Docking,  Fring,  Stanhoe. 

East  Budham  East  and  West  Rudham. 


Heacham 


Hunstanton 


Heacham. 


Hunstanton,  Holme-next-the-sea, 
Ringstead,  Sedgeford. 


North  and  North  and  South  Creake. 

South  Creake 

Snettisham  Snettisham,  Ingoldisthorpe, 

Shernborne. 


Syderstone  Bagthorpe  with  Barmer,  part  of 

East  Rudham,  Syderstone, 
Barwick. 

Hillington  Anmer,  Bircham  Toft,  Newton, 

and  Houghton. 


Nurse. 

Nurse  Collison, 
Brancaster, 

King’s  Lynn. 

Nurse  Rowland, 
Burnham  Market, 
King’s  Lynn. 

Miss  Earle, 

Maryville, 

Sandringham  Hill, 
Dersingham. 

Nurse  Gilbert, 

High  Street, 

Docking. 

Nurse  Payne, 

c/o  Mrs.  Tungate, 
Broomsthorpe  Road, 
East  Rudham, 
King’s  Lynn. 

Nurse  Johnson, 

Chagney  Bungalow, 
Heacham, 

King’s  Lynn. 

Nurse  M.  Davies, 

The  Hostel, 

Old  Hunstanton. 

Nurse  O.  Monck, 

Hall  Farm, 

North  Creake. 

Nurse  Ellis, 

Park  Lane, 

Snettisham, 

King’s  Lynn. 

Nurse  Graveling, 
Syderstone, 

King’s  Lynn, 

Norfolk. 

Nurse  Rowan, 

14,  Houghton, 

King’s  Lynn. 


( d ) Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  following  clinics  are  available  for  the  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases : — 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital : — 

Males:  Tuesdays,  10 — 11  a.m.  Fridays,  6 — 7 p.m. 

Females:  do.  11 — 12  noon.  do.  5 — 6 p.m. 
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West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital : 

Males:  Tuesdays,  7 — 8 p.m.  Fridays,  7 — 8 p.m. 

Females : do.  3 p.m.  Wednesdays,  8 p.m. 

The  approved  Venereal  Disease  Laboratory  at  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital  deals  with  the  examination  of  specimens.  The 
necessary  apparatus  can  be  obtained  on  direct  application  to  the 
Pathologist  at  the  Laboratory. 

School  Clinics. 

School  Clinics  are  administered  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council 
School  Medical  Service  and  are  held  at  the  Council  Schools  through- 
out the  district.  They  are  attended  by  the  School  Nurse.  There 
are  no  Minor  Ailment  clinics  held  in  the  Docking  Rural  District  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  although  Eye  clinics  are  frequently 
conducted  by  him. 

(e)  Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  in  this  area.  Arrangements 
can  be  made  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  admission  of 
maternity  cases  to  the  following  hospitals : — 

{a)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(6)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

These  hospitals,  together  with  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Wells- 
next -the -Sea,  also  take  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the 
Docking  Rural  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  now  admitted  to  the  County 
Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  at  East  Dereham.  Through  the 
generosity  of  the  Nuffield  Trust  this  hospital  is  now  equipped  with 
a Respirator  or  £ Iron  Lung  ’ for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases 
associated  with  respiratory  paralysis. 

Smallpox  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  built 
jointly  by  the  Docking  and  Walsingham  Rural  District  Councils 
and  situated  on  the  Docking  Common.  There  is  accommodation 
for  four  patients  and  two  nurses. 
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Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Water. 

The  Docking  Rural  District  Council  have  a piped  water  supply 
from  two  bored  wells  12  inches  in  diameter  and  137  feet  in  depth. 
These  bores  pass  through  the  chalk  strata  into  the  underlying  green 
sand.  . Water  taken  from  the  green  sand  is  considered  to  be  the 
purest  type  of  supply  to  be  found  in  this  district.  The  water  is 
lifted  by  two  electrically-driven  centrifugal  pumps,  which  can  be 
used  alternately  or  synchronously  according  to  the  circumstances. 
These  pumps  discharge  the  water  into  a covered  reservoir  with  a 
capacity  of  300,000  gallons  which  is  situated  on  the  highest  point 
between  Fring  and  Snettisham.  Two  booster  pumps  at  Fring  are 
used  to  raise  the  water  to  a tower  at  Docking,  which  is  the  highest 
point  in  the  area. 

In  case  of  emergency  due  to  failure  of  the  main  electrical  pumps 
at  Fring,  there  are  two  sets  of  pumps  driven  by  petrol  engines  at 
Docking  which  can  be  brought  into  operation.  The  quantity  of 
water  which  can  be  supplied  from  this  source  is  not  adequate  for 
the  villages  suppled  by  the  main  well,  but  in  an  emergency  would 
supply  sufficient  for  drinking  purposes. 

Heacham  has  a piped  water  supply  which  is  taken  from  the 
Urban  District  of  Hunstanton’s  Water  supply. 

A piped  supply  at  Stanhoe  is  under  consideration  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  A fifty-feet  bore  has  been  sunk  from  the 
bottom  of  the  Public  Well  at  Stanhoe  and  has  proved  on  test  to 
supply  a sufficient  volume  for  the  needs  of  the  Parish. 

The  main  water  supply  from  the  well  at  Fring  is  subjected  to 
the  following  routine  tests. 

(a)  Samples  are  taken  each  week  from  the  Reservoir  and  tested 
for  the  presence  of  Bacillus  Coli.  The  test  in  operation  is  as 
follows.:  100  c.c’s.  of  the  water  are  mixed  with  an  equal 
volume  of  Bilesalt  lactose  peptone  broth  to  which  neutral 
red  has  been  added  as  an  indicator.  The  mixture  is  then 
incubated  at  37  degrees  centigrade  for  48  hours  and  the 
presence  of  Bacillus  Coli  by  the  splitting  up  of  the  lactose 
with  the  formation  of  gas  seen  in  the  Durham’s  tube  and  a 
change  of  colour  of  the  indicator  by  the  formation  of  acid. 
This  test  is  extremely  sensitive  and  will  indicate  the  presence 
of  one  or  more  organisms  in  the  100  c.c’s.  of  water.  By  vir- 
tue of  its  sensitivity  it  is  of  no  practical  use  in  the  case  of  open 
wells.  The  tests  are  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health  and  the  results  of  the  tests  show  no  B.  Coli  to  have 
been  present  in  any  of  the  samples  so  far  examined. 

( b ) Twice  each  year  the  water  from  the  Reservoir  is  subjected  to 
a complete  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis. 

(c)  All  persons,  whom  by  nature  of  their  occupation  are  brought 
into  contact  with  the  waterworks,  are  examined  periodically 
to  exclude  the  possibility  of  their  being  Typhoid,  etc., 
Diphtheria,  or  Haemolytic  Streptococcal  carriers. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  only  two  sewers  in  the  Docking  Rural  District,  one  of 
which  is  situated  in  Brancaster  and  the  other  in  Snettisham.  Both 
discharge  untreated  sewage  on  to  the  marshes  and  on  to  the  sea. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  present  sewers  and  no  new 
extensions  laid  down. 

The  most  urgent  need  in  the  District  in  this  respect  is  a compre- 
hensive sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Heacham.  There  are 
approximately  2,000  inhabitants  in  this  parish  and  this  number  is 
probably  increased  by  a further  50%  in  the  summer  by  holiday 
visitors.  The  most  densely  populated  part  of  the  parish  is  very 
little  above  sea  level,  thereby  rendering  natural  drainage  extremely 
difficult.  The  greater  portion  of  the  slop  water  is  discharged  into 
cesspools  which  are  emptied  as  required.  Owing  to  the  frequent 
flooding  of  the  low-lying  parts  this  system  is  unsatisfactory,  and 
the  contents  of  the  cesspools  have  actually  been  carried  into  the 
houses  on  several  occasions. 

The  night  soil  is  collected  in  carts  and  disposed  of  to  the  farmers 
for  use  on  the  land. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  parish  of  Heacham  has  a piped 
water  supply  it  is  regrettable  that  no  sewerage  system  is  as  yet  in 
operation,  but  it  is  an  earnest  hope  that  within  a very  few  years 
such  an  important  Public  Health  amenity  will  materialise  and  be- 
come available  to  all. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  there  is  no  pollution  of  rivers  or 
streams  in  this  area. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  no  conversions  from  con- 
servancy to  water  carriage  systems.  Certain  of  the  new  houses 
built  during  recent  years  have  installed  a water  carriage  system. 
In  the  parish  of  Heacham  there  are  approximately  600  houses,  but 
of  these  not  more  than  some  20  have  a water  carriage  system  whilst 
in  the  remainder  pail  closets  are  still  in  use. 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

There  are  five  villages  which  have  complete  scavenging  schemes, 
namely  Docking,  Heacham,  Ringstead,  Burnham  Market  and 
Burnham  Overy.  In  the  other  parishes  in  the  area  indestructable 
refuse  only  is  scavenged. 

The  parish  of  Heacham  has  one  vacuum  gulley  emptier,  the 
other  scavenged  villages  utilise  four  night  soil  carts.  These  are 
also  used  for  emptying  cesspools. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

Below  is  given  a table  showing  the  scavenging  scheme  at 
present  in  force  for  the  Rural  District  of  Docking. 


Household  Refuse  Scavenging  Scheme. 


Approx.  No. 

Parish. 

of  houses 
scavenged. 

Labour. 

Collec- 

tions. 

Heacham 

620 

direct 

weekly 

Docking 

321 

contract 

Ringstead 

113 

99 

,, 

Burnham  Market 

350 

99 

99 

„ Overy 

137 

” 

Indestructable  Refuse.  Central  Scavenging  Scheme. 


Approx.  No. 

Parish. 

of  houses 
scavenged 

Labour. 

Collections. 

Birchams 

150 

direct 

every  8 weeks 

Brancaster  1 

284 

A 

Burnham  Deepdale  j 

99  ^ 99 

Burnham  Norton 

32 

„ 8 „ 

„ Thorpe 

80 

99 

„ 8 „ 

East  Rudham 

180 

99 

„ 4 „ 

West  ,, 

North  Creake 

140 

99 

„ 4 „ 

137 

99 

„ 4 „ 

South  ,, 

200 

„ 4 „ 

Dersingham 

462 

99 

„ 2 „ 

Bring 

40 

99 

„ 6 „ 

Holme 

85 

99 

„ 4 „ 

Houghton 

47 

99 

„ 4 „ 

Chosely  1 

53 

„ 6 „ 

Titchwell  ) 

99 

„ 4 „ 

Old  Hunstanton 

21 

99 

„ 4 „ 

Ingoldisthorpe 

86 

99 

„ 8 „ 

Sedgeford 

185 

» 6 „ 

Snettisham 

400 

99 

„ 2 „ 

Syderstone 

120 

99 

„ 4 „ 

Thornham 

180 

” 

„ 4 „ 

n 


Scavenging  of  Nightsoil. 


Parish. 

Labour. 

Collec- 

tions. 

Heacham 

direct 

weekly 

Burnham  Market 

contract 

99 

Docking 

?? 

99 

Bingstead 

99 

99 

Burnham  Overy 

” 

” 

Table  showing  Docking  Rural  District  Council’s  Houses  Sewage 
Disposal  and  Water  Supply. 


Parish. 

Closets. 

Water  Supply. 

Heacham:  Folgate 

Pail 

Council  piped. 

Cheney  Crescent 

Pail 

Council  piped. 

Bingstead:  Holme  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Foundry  Lane 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Holme : Main  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Docking:  Burnstalk 

Pail 

Bore  hole  Windmill. 

Fakenham  Boad 

Pail 

Council  piped. 

Great  Bircham:  Snettisham  Boad 

Pail 

Tube  Well. 

Syderstone  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

East  Budham:  Fakenham  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Bagthorpe  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Dersingham:  Station  Boad 

Pail 

Main  Council  supply. 

Syderstone : Fakenham  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Creake  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

South  Creake : Bluestone  End 

Pail 

Open  well  and  bucket. 

The  Green 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Back  Lane 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Burnham  Sutton:  Creake  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Estate 

Pail 

Piped,  electric  pump  and  ele- 
vated tower. 

Burnham  Westgate : 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Brancaster:  Marshside  No.  1 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Marshside  No.  2. 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Marsh  Lane 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Docking  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Snettisham:  Sedgeford  Boad 

Pail 

Main  piped  supply. 

Kenside  Estate 

Pail 

Main  piped  supply 

Sedgeford:  Main  Boad 

Pail 

Main  piped  supply. 

Bingstead  Boad 

Pail 

Main  piped  supply. 

North  Creake:  Burnham  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Stanhoe  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

West  Budham:  Pockthorpe 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Lynn  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Thornham:  Main  Boad 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Green  Lane 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Burnham  Norton : 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 

Burnham  Thorpe : 

Pail 

Bore  hole  and  pump. 
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(iii) 

Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Infectious  Disease: 

Enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Disinfections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Inspections : 

Housing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 

Food  shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 

Slaughter  houses  and  butchers’  shops  . . . . . . . . . . 920 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Factory  Act  (workshops,  etc.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 

Miscellaneous..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  915 

Notices  served: 

Preliminary  Notices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Statutary  Notices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 


(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

There  are  thirteen  shops  employing  assistants  in  the  area. 
The  sanitary  conditions  comply  with  the  Act. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  The  number  of  sites  which  were  used  for  camping  purposes 
during  the  year  were  10. 

(2)  The  number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 
have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section  269  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  10. 

(3)  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 
the  area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season,  1938.  Not  known. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year 
with  a view  to  the  abatement  of  nuisance  from  smoke  in  the  area. 
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Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year : — ■ 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . . . 75 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . . . 120 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . . 47 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . . . 120 

(3)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  13 

(4)  Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 34 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  . . . . 34 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

(a) . — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  11,  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . . . . . . . . 34 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  De- 

molition Orders  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936]: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding : — 

(a). — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  80 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . . . . . 80 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . . . . . 466 
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(b) . — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  Nil 

(c) . — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  25 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . . . 158 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . . . . Nil 

(e) . — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 

upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con- 
sider it  desirable  to  report. 
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Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply. 

Milk , Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  107  dairies  and  cowkeepers  registered  in  the  district. 
During  the  year  202  inspections  were  made  of  dairies,  cowsheds, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders 
were  being  complied  with.  Various  contraventions  were  discovered, 
hut  these  were  remedied  by  informal  action  only  being  taken. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  is  administered 
by  the  County  Council  and  samples  of  graded  milk  such  as  Accred- 
ited, Tuberculin  Tested,  etc.,  are  taken  by  the  County  Officials. 
No  sampling  of  ordinary  ungraded  milk  is  carried  out  at  present. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number 

not  ac- 

curately 

known 

Number  inspected 

349  includ 

ing  cows 

and 

calves 

727 

873 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

10 

i 4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
was  condemned  . . 

57 

— 

— 

23 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

16.33 

4.53 

2.74 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
was  condemned 

41 

— 

— 

— 

90 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

12.32 

— 

— 

— 

10.65 

There  are  twenty-seven  registered  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district : white-washing  and  general  cleanliness  are  satisfactory. 
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Shell-fish. 

The  Mussel  Industry  and  Whelk  Fishing  are  the  most 
important  shell-fish  industries  in  the  district.  The  majority  of  the 
mussels  are  obtained  from  the  breeding  ground  lays  off  Hunstanton. 
This  scarp  does  not  lie  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  local  authority. 
The  shell-fish  from  these  lays  are  sorted  and  suitable  specimens 
placed  in  cleansing  pits  for  24 — 48  hours. 

The  pits  are  roughly  constructed  wooden  structures  filled  with 
sea  water,  and  flushed  by  the  sea  at  regular  intervals.  They  are 
situated  on  the  foreshore  at  Brancaster  Staithe.  After  cleansing 
the  fish  are  packed  in  bags  and  distributed  to  Leicester  and  other 
midland  cities. 

Shell-fish  taken  from  these  lays  are  heavily  infected  and  not 
fit  for  human  consumption.  On  three  occasions  during  the  year 
complaints  were  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Leicester,  stating  that  shell-fish  reputed  to  have  come  from  these 
lays  were  polluted.  Investigations  were  carried  out,  and  it  was 
found  that  as  many  as  33 J%  taken  from  these  lays  were  infected,, 
but  that  after  48  hours  treatment  in  the  cleansing  tanks  all  were 
clean. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Local  Authority  are  powerless  to 
prevent  anyone  from  collecting  and  distributing  shell-fish  taken 
from  the  lays  off  Hunstanton  the  most  which  can  be  done  is  to 
encourage  the  fishermen  in  the  district  to  take  such  precautions  as 
are  deemed  necessary,  to  regularly  inspect  the  cleansing  tanks,  and 
to  take  frequent  samples. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  indiscriminate  collecting  of  shell-fish 
from  polluted  areas  is  a grave  source  of  danger  to  the  public,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  more  efficient  control  may 
be  exercised  over  this  industry  either  by  means  of  compulsory 
cleansing  treatment  or  other  legislation. 
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Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  during  the  year  is  set  out 
in  the  two  subjoined  tables.  The  first  table  shows  the  total  notifica- 
tions, whilst  the  second  shows  the  distribution  according  to  age. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

5 

1 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

41 

9 

1 

Disease 

Under 

One 

Year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Total 

Cases 

Smallpox 

_ 





__ 

, 







_ 



_ 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

17 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

35 

Diphtheria 

— , 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomy- 
elitis 

Total  . . | 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

17 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

41 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Parish  distribution  of  infectious 
Disease. 


Parish. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Total. 

Thornham 

2 

_ 

_ 

__ 

2 

North  Creake 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Burnham  Market 

6 

4 

1 

— 

11 

Burnham  Overy 

— 

1 

1 . __ 

1 

2 

Docking 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Stanhoe 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Sedgeford 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Holme 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Brancaster 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Total  . . 

34 

5 

1 

1 

41 

1.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirty-four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  of  which  three 
cases  developed  complications.  These  were  as  follows: 

1 . Acute  mastoiditis  which  required  operation. 

2.  Acute  toxic  nephritis. 

3.  Nephritis  and  general  toxsemia  resulting  in  death. 

The  other  cases  were  all  of  a mild  nature. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  for  infectious  and  other 
diseases  during  the  year. 


Heacham  Infants  . . 

28. 

1.38- 

- 4. 

2.38 

for  Coughs  and  Colds. 

Burnham  Thorpe  . . 

31. 

1 .38- 

- 4. 

2.38 

do. 

South  Creake 

21. 

2.38- 

-25. 

2.38 

do. 

Snettisham  Infants  . 

8. 

3.38- 

-11. 

3.38 

do. 

Brancaster  Girls  and 

Infants 

14. 

3.38- 

-25. 

3.38 

Measles. 

Brancaster  Boys  . . 

17. 

3.38- 

-25. 

3.38 

do. 

Great  Ringstead  . . 

21. 

3.38- 

-25. 

3.38 

Coughs  and  colds. 

Syderstone 

23. 

3.38- 

-25. 

3.38 

do. 

Burnham  Thorpe  . . 

11. 

5.38- 

-20. 

5.38 

Colds  & sore  throats. 

Heacham  Infants  . . 

22.: 

11.38- 

- 2.] 

L2.38 

Coughs  and  colds. 

Do.  Mixed 

24.: 

11.38- 

-25.: 

11.38 

do. 
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2.  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  the  Public  against  Diphtheria 
was  submitted  to  the  District  Council  and  received  their  approval. 

It  was  agreed  that  children  of  school  age  should  be  treated  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  that  any  other  persons  desiring 
treatment  should  be  immunised  by  their  own  General  Practitioner. 
In  cases  where  injections  are  performed  by  the  General  Practitioners 
the  scale  of  remuneration  agreed  upon  was  as  follows : — 

(a)  Anterior  Schick  Test  including  reading  . . 5s.  0 d. 

(b)  Por  attendance  at  Surgery  per  injection  of  Prophy- 

lactic T.A.P.  . . . . . . 2s.  6d. 

(c)  For  attendance  at  the  patient’s  home  per  injection 

of  T.A.F.  . . . . . . . . 49.  Od. 

In  case  (c)  the  patient  to  be  responsible  for  the  payment  of 
Is.  6d.  These  remunerations  to  include  a report  on  cases  treated 
on  the  special  form  provided. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  school  children  be  innoculated  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  three  doses  of  Diphtheria  Prophy- 
lactic T.A.F.  at  fortnightly  intervals  and  the  injections  to  be  given 
at  the  various  schools  after  school  hours  in  order  to  avoid  any 
disturbance  of  the  school  curriculum. 

Propaganda  in  this  respect  includes  talks  to  the  parents  at 
the  school  medical  inspections  and  the  circulation  of  a letter  to 
the  parents  bringing  to  their  notice  the  dangers  of  diphtheria  and 
the  means  of  gaining  protection. 

3.  Prophylactic  Serum. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the 
Rural  District  Council  have  agreed  to  remunerate  General  Prac- 
titioners for  their  services  in  administering  anti  sera  in  the  cases 
of  contacts  of  infections  disease.  The  scale  of  fees  agreed  upon 
was  2s.  6d.  per  case  injected. 

4.  (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

The  two  chief  causes  of  blindness  are  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
in  children,  and  industrial  injuries  in  the  case  of  adults.  Arrange- 
ments are  in  force  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  treatment  of 
ophthalmia.  School  eye  clinics  are  held  by  the  General  Practi- 
tioners approved  by  the  County  Education  Department  and  by 
the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  treatment  of  errors  of 
refraction  found  in  school  children. 
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5.  Tuberculosis. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  in  the  area  during  1938  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Res  piratory 

Respiratory 

Non-  | 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  upwards 

I I i I M I I I 

l li  M l I ll 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1-  1 1 1 

ii  i rM  i 1 1 

I i I i i ii  i i 

I I li  i I i ll 

Totals 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 

5 

0 

0 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was: — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory 

41 

31 

72 

Non-respiratory  . . 

31 

22 

53 

Totals 

72 

53 

125 

There  were  no  cases  of  non-notifiable  tuberculosis  deaths  in 
the  area.  The  efficiency  of  notifications  seems  satisfactory,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  to  suggest  that  there  were  any  cases  of  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  on  the  part  of  the  General  Practitioners. 
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6.  Disinfections. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out,  without  charge,  in  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  and  after  removal  or  death  of  tuberculous 
patients.  In  case  of  cancer  and  other  non-notifiable  diseases, 
disinfection  is  carried  out  on  request. 

The  method  in  operation  remains  unaltered  and  the  number 
of  rooms  disinfected  during  the  year  was  24.  There  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  disinfection  is  of  value,  but  equally  if  not  of  more 
value,  is  the  subsequent  household  cleansing  with  soap  and  water, 
distempering  and  repapering,  for  the  greatest  source  of  danger 
with  which  man  has  to  contend  is  the  ‘Human  Carrier’. 
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